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 Requirements and Target Groups 
 This university course addresses pedagogues from all over the world who have already had 

training or experience in music and dance education based on the pedagogical concepts of 
Orff Schulwerk. In spite of the fact that there are levels courses in this area in many countries 
at universities, colleges, conservatories and private pedagogical institutions, there is an 
international interest to complete a course at the Orff institute that presents  this pedagogy in 
an authentic, open and directional form. Postgraduate courses in English have been offered 
regularly at the Orff institute since 1969. 

 
 
 Objectives 
 The course offers experienced music and dance teachers an intensive and concentrated setting 

in one of the world’s most well-known integrative methods in music and dance pedagogy 
based and continuing on the historical Orff Schulwerk. It has been further developed and 
realized according to contemporary aesthetic education. The participants, coming from 
different cultural backgrounds, will be encouraged to transfer and adapt this pedagogy to the 
specific needs for their own cultures. 

 
 
 Length and Structure of the University Course 
 The course incorporates two semesters. Studies begin in October and end in the coming June 

of the same academic year. The course contains, within its framework of financial 
possibilities according to the number of participants, required subjects of about 14-22 weekly 
hours as well as optional elected subjects of about 2-8 hours per week. 

 
 
 Entrance Requirements 

• A completed course of study in music and/or dance pedagogy at an undergraduate 
level in a home or foreign institution, an equivalent study, or documents proving 
similar qualifications. 

Curriculum 
 

for the Postgraduate University Course in English 
 
ADVANCED STUDIES IN MUSIC AND DANCE EDUCATION 

- 
ORFF - SCHULWERK



• Proof of teaching experience in the area of music and dance pedagogy for a period of 
at least three years. 

• Proof of knowledge of the English language both orally and on paper. 
 
The director of the course of study will make the final decision about having fulfilled the 
requirements. Participation is further dependent on the payment of tuition fees according to legal 
requirements. (HTG/72§ 5,Abs. 1.) 
 
Required and Optional Elective Courses 
 
SUBJECT     REQUIRE

ELECTIV 
R/E 

WEEKLY 
HOURS 
WIN. SEM

WEEKLY 
HOURS 
SUM. SEM 

EUROPEAN
CREDIT 
TRANSFER 
SYSTEM 

PEDAGOGY/DIDACTICS     
Orff-Schulwerk Sources and International 
Adaptations 

R 1 - 2 

Didactics of Elemental Music- and Dance 
Pedagogy 

R 2 2 5 

Pedagogy and Practise Teaching R 1 1 5 
Music and Dance for People with special 
needs 

E 1 - 2 

Music and Dance for different age groups E 1 1 3 
Introduction to the Cultural Environment E 1 - 2 
     
MUSIC     
Ensemble and Improvisation R 2 2 5 
Composing with and for Children R 1 1 5 
Percussion Ensemble E 1 1 2 
Vocal Work with Children E 1 - 2 
Vocal Ensemble E - 1 2 
Theory and Praxis of Instrument Building E 1 - 2 
     
MOVEMENT/DANCE     
Music and Movement/Dance – Projects R 2 2 8 
Movement/Dance Technique R 2 2 3 
Basic Choreography and Improvisation R 2 2 5 
Movement Accompaniment R 1 1 2 
Historical Dance E 1 - 1 
Folk Dances E - 1 1 
     
LECTURES SERIES WITH SPECIAL THEMES 
RELATED TO MUSIC AND DANCE PEDAGOGY

R 2 2 3 

EXCURSIONS E    
Weekly Round Table Discussion R 1 1  
 
 
Final Examinations and Structure 
Final examinations require a positive result in the required courses and contain: 

 A written paper 
 A colloquium 
 Teaching 



 The performance of a study with original music and dance compositions developed and 
directed by the candidate. 

The examination will be monitored by a commission to be set up by the director of the university 
course. 
 
 
Financing the Course 
The course is to be covered by costs as established according to law. (§ 5 of the University Tax 
Laws 1972, BGB1 No. 76.) 
 
 
European Credit Transfer System 
Academic performance credits can be distributed according to the European Credit Transfer 
System. 


